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Welcome to the 39th edition of Sustainability Snippets 

Nominate now for the excellence in 
the environment awards 

Nominations are now open for the 21st LGNSW 

Environment Awards which recognise outstanding 

achievements by local government in managing and 

protecting the environment. A new category, the 

Sustainable Infrastructure Award, is available this 

year. The Awards culminate in two prestigious Local 

Sustainability Awards: one for overall council 

performance, and one to recognise the individual 

achievements of a council staff member or elected 

councillor in the field of sustainability. 

 

The awards are for projects undertaken during the 

period from January 2017 to May 2018. All NSW local 

government organisations are encouraged to put 

forward an entry. Entries close 30 July 2018. 
 

 

Learning to Adapt Scholarship 

The NSW Office of Environment and Heritage is 

sponsoring six registrations to the Learning to Adapt 

training for local government employees, or 

participants from local government organisations. The 

Environment Institute of Australia and New Zealand 

course will be held in North Wollongong and cover the 

following aspects of climate change adaptation:  

• Evaluating climate change adaptation programs - 8 

August 

• Planning a program of climate change adaptation 

improvement - 12 September 

• Leading your organisation to implement a climate 

change adaptation program - 17 October 

The scholarships are valued at $2,100, and cover 

course fees only. Participants must cover their own 

travel expenses. Applications will close 6 July 2018. If 

you are interested please contact the Office of 

Environment and Heritage to obtain an Expression of 

Interest form, email Aaron Coutts-Smith or phone 9995 

6909. 

 

NSW regions get serious about acting 
on climate change 

In a groundswell of action, NSW regions are 

acknowledging the impacts of climate change and their 

role in reducing emissions and supporting their 

communities to build resilience: 

• Parkes Shire Council is supporting rapid growth of 

renewable power in the LGA with wind and solar 

projects. 

• In Eurobodalla, Repower is offering its third solar 

bulk buy to all residents and business in 

Eurobodalla through the South Coast Health & 

Sustainability Alliance. 

• Kiama Municipal Council which is reducing organic 

waste by turning residents’ green waste into 

http://www.lgnsw.org.au/events-training/excellence-environment-awards
mailto:Aaron.Coutts-Smith@environment.nsw.gov.au?subject=Learning%20to%20Adapt
https://www.parkes.nsw.gov.au/major-project-sites-switch-to-green-energy/
http://www.shasa.com.au/item/1168236
http://www.shasa.com.au/item/1168236
http://www.kiama.nsw.gov.au/residents/waste/ok-organics-kiama-faqs
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compost and offering it back free of charge through 

its OK Organics program. 

• A Dubbo editorial is asking what residents will do 

as temperatures get hotter as per NARCliM 

projections. 

• Gunnedah is supporting its threatened koala 

population by installing improved ‘blinky drinkers’, 

water stations capable of holding up to 200 litres 

with infra-red night vision cameras to monitor 

koalas through heat events through the OEH 

Saving Our Species program. 

• The Wingecarribee Seniors Festival this year 

included the Fire and Ice – extreme weather 

workshop to deliver simple but critical strategies to 

stay safe and be prepared in extreme weather 

conditions. 

• City of Sydney has developed a social 

sustainability action plan to strengthen social 

inclusion, wellbeing and resilience in high density 

communities.  

• Bathurst Regional Council and Orange City Council 

are kick-starting Australia’s EV revolution with the 

installation of electric vehicle fast chargers creating 

a network that benefits both locals and visitors. 

 

Seeking partners for planting trials 

The Which Plant Where (WPW) project is seeking 
organisations to take part in a national Living Lab 
program.  

The WPW Living Labs will form a network of urban 
planting sites throughout Australia so we can 
monitor plant performance across a wide range of 
environmental conditions. Living labs will help 
identify what sorts of plant species will thrive in our 
future cities, as well as measure the co-benefits, 
such as attracting biodiversity they provide to urban 
populations.   

Results will be shared across the horticultural 
industry, state and local government, industry 
practitioners and other interested stakeholders. For 
more information contact Leigh Staas. 

Also related to this project, students and 
researchers at Macquarie University and Western 
Sydney University have started a new research 
project aimed at modelling the effects of urban heat 
islands on urban tree species across Australia. 
They need councils’ help to collate all urban tree 
inventories / significant trees surveys / heritage tree 

listings across Australian cities and towns (where 
available in a GIS format).   

To submit your datasets or for more info please 
contact Dr Alessandro Ossola. 

Recycled plastic roads 

In a trial, a 300 metre stretch of road in Melbourne will 

be made from 200,000 plastic bags, packaging, and 

63,000 glass bottle equivalents. Hume City Council 

and infrastructure company Downer have partnered 

with resource recovery and recycling companies Close 

the Loop and RED Group for the recycled-plastic-road 

trial. The road is cost competitive, has a 65% 

improvement in fatigue life and a superior resistance to 

deformation making the road last longer, and allowing 

it to better handle heavy vehicle traffic. 

 

Downer is also opening a new detritus processing 

facility in Western Sydney with assistance from the 

NSW government’s Recycling Innovation Fund. The 

new facility will take waste streams such as street 

sweepings and stormwater and convert it into usable 

materials like organic matter, sand, gravel, metals and 

plastic. About 85 per cent of what goes through the 

plant will find a new use. 

 
 

ICLEI needs assessment 

The Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and 

Energy (GCoM) is an international alliance of cities 

and local governments with a shared vision of 

voluntary action to combat climate change and move 

to a low emission, resilient society.  GCoM is 

undertaking a needs assessment to better understand 

the opportunities and challenges local governments 

face to combat climate change and to better meet local 

government’s needs for assistance. 

 

The survey should take no more than 15 minutes to 

complete and closes 6 July. 

 

https://www.dailyliberal.com.au/story/5065930/our-say-time-to-cut-the-hot-air-and-find-the-answers/
http://climatechange.environment.nsw.gov.au/Climate-projections-for-NSW/Climate-projections-for-your-region/Central-West-and-Orana-Climate-Change-Downloads
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/news/bigger-and-better-blinky-drinkers-to-quench-koalas-thirst-this-summer
http://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/seniors
http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/vision/towards-2030/communities-and-culture/social-sustainability
https://yoursay.bathurst.nsw.gov.au/newscentre/news_feed/tesla-has-landed
https://yoursay.orange.nsw.gov.au/news/news_feed/orange-latest-regional-city-to-get-electric-car-fast-charger
http://www.whichplantwhere.com.au/
mailto:leigh.staas@mq.edu.au
mailto:alessandro.ossola@mq.edu.au
https://theurbandeveloper.com/articles/melbourne-road-to-be-built-with-recycled-plastic-waste?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=50618%20NSW&utm_content=50618%20NSW+CID_847f9fdd2b4405baee0fb592ac65e7f3&utm_source=email&utm_term=Continue%20Reading
https://www.thefifthestate.com.au/waste/downer-set-to-transform-road-waste-into-dollars/99270?mc_cid=3b0219fb31&mc_eid=fccc1e43e2
https://www.thefifthestate.com.au/waste/downer-set-to-transform-road-waste-into-dollars/99270?mc_cid=3b0219fb31&mc_eid=fccc1e43e2
https://mayors.oceania.iclei.org/
https://mayors.oceania.iclei.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BH7S75F
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Coastal erosion StoryMap 

Researchers from Geoscience Australia have 

developed a new tool-kit that is helping coastal 

managers to better understand the cumulative impact 

of successive storms (or storm clusters).  This is of 

particular concern, because a series of events may not 

allow time for a beach to fully recover from the initial 

storm.  

 

Two case studies  (Old Bar, NSW and Adelaide, SA)  

examine the impact of storm clusters on the beach 

environment where coastal erosion is an ongoing 

management issue. These methods can be applied at 

any other location nationwide - where suitable data is 

available - to support decision making to better protect 

valuable coastal assets. 

 

Resources 

Australian Local Government Climate Review 

The Australian Local Government Climate Review 

2018 provides an assessment of climate actions 

undertaken by councils and the barriers and 

opportunities facing councils and their communities. 

 

The Review, published by Beyond Zero Emissions, 

ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability and 

Ironbark Sustainability, found: 

• Almost all responding councils had corporate 

emissions reduction strategies and/ or policies. 

• Common measures to reduce corporate emissions 

included energy audits of large facilities, installing 

solar PV and upgrading lighting in council facilities. 

• The most common and cost-effective action was 

uptake of solar PV. 

• Community actions were focused on education, 

events or renewable energy access. 

Power to save 

The NSW Government’s energy affordability package 

includes 

• Energy efficient lighting upgrades – Households 

and small businesses can access a discounted 

lighting upgrade offer, NSW Government will be 

subsidising the new lighting systems installations 

and bulb costs, through approved suppliers.  

• Appliance replacement offer -  Discounts on new 

energy efficient fridges and televisions. When 

householders replace their old, inefficient model, 

they can receive 40% off the cost of a fridge and 

50% off the cost of a television. To receive this 

offer householders must be a NSW resident and 

hold a concession card. 

• Training services -  Small businesses can 

participate now in online training courses and 

webinars that are tailored to their unique needs. All 

learning opportunities are flexible, easy to access 

and free of charge for small businesses in NSW.  

• Rebates for householders – Energy rebates that 

help eligible families, concession card holders and 

people using approved medical equipment to pay 

their energy bills. There is also assistance for 

people in a short term financial crisis or 

emergency. 

Waste As Art 

The Department of Education has released new Waste 

As Art teaching and learning resources developed for 

the NSW Environmental Trust-funded Environmental 

School’s Sculpture Prize project delivered by 

Woollahra Municipal Council from 2010 – 2012. Waste 

As Art projects can help to raise awareness and 

knowledge about waste in society and promote simple 

actions that can be implemented to reduce waste. 

Change starts with conversation, and Waste As Art 

projects stimulate conversations across schools and 

within the broader community. 

 

 
copyright © Cara MacLeod, 2011. 

 

Book of facilitation tricks 

69 facilitation tricks to spice up your next workshop or 

gathering that were generously shared by members of 

the Australia Association of Environmental Education. 

 

Case studies 

Sutherland Shire Council - A model for bringing 

back our indigenous tree canopy 

Sutherland Shire Council developed an online 

mapping tool to assist in species selection when 

making planting decisions for development 

assessment conditions, bush regeneration, street tree 

planting and in reserves.  By selecting the right 

species for the location, vegetation is more likely to 

flourish. This contributes to a stronger Green Grid and 

http://geoscience-au.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=14c50929ce1144f395bdd801440983d7
https://mayors.oceania.iclei.org/?page_id=815
https://mayors.oceania.iclei.org/?page_id=815
http://www.powertosave.nsw.gov.au/
https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/key-learning-areas/creative-arts/creative-arts-es1-3/programming/visual-arts
http://www.enablingchange.com.au/Book_of_tricks_2018.pdf
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/90/Sutherland_bringing_back_canopy.pdf
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local biodiversity, and mitigates the impacts of 

increasing urban heat. 

 

Shoalhaven City Council - Sussex Inlet and district 

strategic action plan: building community 

resilience 

Shoalhaven City Council, in partnership with Griffith 

University, worked with the community of Sussex Inlet 

to address climate change risks facing the community. 

A two year process led to the creation of a vision for 

the area's future and a strategic action plan. This 

allowed the community to consider long term strategic 

issues and opportunities to build resilience to future 

impacts from natural hazards, and to engage with the 

various planning processes of local, state and federal 

governments. 

 

Consultations 

LGNSW’s recent submissions to a number of 

government initiatives are available: 

• Draft Submission on the Code of Practice 

Authorising Flying-fox camp management actions 

2018  

• Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Bill 2018  

• Proposed Remediation of Land SEPP 

• Australia’s Strategy for Nature 2018 - 2030 

• Greener-Places Policy 

• SEPP (Environment): Explanation of Intended 

Effect  

Funding 

Product Improvement Program  

This program supports co-investment in 
infrastructure projects that aim to do one of the 
following: 

• improve the quality of recycled materials 
produced at materials recycling facilities  

• increase the amount of waste materials recycled 
in NSW and divert additional waste from landfill 

• increase the capability and capacity to recover 
and reprocess waste materials (with priority given 
to mixed paper/cardboard, plastics and glass)  

• increase the use of recovered plastics, glass, and 
mixed paper/cardboard in the manufacture of 
products within NSW. 

Individual grants of $50,000 to $1 million are 
available. Applications close 23 August 2018. 

Saving Our Species  
Funding is available to organisations / groups to 
support long term projects that will secure 
threatened landscape managed species and 
threatened ecological communities in the wild, in 
line with the objectives of the NSW Government’s 
Saving our Species (SoS) program.  

Grants of up to $350,000 each will be available over 
the first 4.5 years of 7-year projects. Applications 
close 13 August 2018. 

 

Events 

Moving on from the national sword, 20 July 2018, 

Sydney.   

 

Cities Power Partnership summit, 18-19 October 

2018, Kiama 

 

NSW Coastal Conference, 7-9 November 2018, 

Merimbula 

 

Excellence in the Environment Awards forum and 

ceremony, 3 December 2018 at Waterview, 

Bicentennial Drive, Bicentennial Park, Sydney Olympic 

Park.  

SUBSCRIPTION 

To subscribe to this electronic newsletter, visit 

lgnsw.org.au/policy/ecologically-sustainable-development/news     

 

 

 

PROGRAM CONTACTS                                

Denise Anderson 

Senior Policy Officer – Environment 

Local Government NSW 

E denise.anderson@lgnsw.org.au   

P 9242 4056

 

http://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/90/Shoalhaven_Sussex_Inlet_Resilience_Action_Plan.pdf
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/submissions
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/581/Draft_Submission_on_the_Code_of_Practice_Authorising_Flying-fox_camp_management_actions_2018_FINAL.pdf
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/581/Draft_Submission_on_the_Code_of_Practice_Authorising_Flying-fox_camp_management_actions_2018_FINAL.pdf
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/581/Draft_Submission_on_the_Code_of_Practice_Authorising_Flying-fox_camp_management_actions_2018_FINAL.pdf
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/90/LGNSW_Draft_submission_Aboriginal_Cultural_Heritage_Bill_2018.pdf
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/90/LGNSW_Draft_Submission_Proposed_Remediation_Land_SEPP_Apr_2018.pdf
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/100/Draft%20LGNSW%20Submission%20on%20Australias%20Strategy%20for%20Nature%202018%20%202030.pdf
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/100/Submission_on_the_Greener-Places_Policy_FINAL_LGNSW.pdf
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/100/Draft_submission_on_SEPP_-Environment-_Explanation_of_Intended_Effect_October_2017.pdf
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/100/Draft_submission_on_SEPP_-Environment-_Explanation_of_Intended_Effect_October_2017.pdf
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/working-together/grants/infrastructure-fund/product-improvement-program
http://enviro-nsw.trclient.com/id=8089,18276382,54010506,551993,1?erl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.environment.nsw.gov.au%2Ftopics%2Fanimals-and-plants%2Fthreatened-species%2Fsaving-our-species-program%2Fthreatened-species-conservation%2Flandscape-managed-species
http://enviro-nsw.trclient.com/id=8089,18276382,54010506,551994,1?erl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.environment.nsw.gov.au%2Ftopics%2Fanimals-and-plants%2Fthreatened-species%2Fabout-threatened-species%2Fthreatened-ecological-communities
http://enviro-nsw.trclient.com/id=8089,18276382,54010506,551995,1?erl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.environment.nsw.gov.au%2Ftopics%2Fanimals-and-plants%2Fthreatened-species%2Fsaving-our-species-program
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/events-training/workshop-moving-national-sword
http://www.cppsummit.org.au/
http://www.coastalconference.com/
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/events-training/excellence-environment-awards
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/events-training/excellence-environment-awards
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/policy/ecologically-sustainable-development/news
mailto:denise.anderson@lgnsw.org.au

